THE YOUNG TURK MOVEMENT	485
throughout the Ottoman Empire, despite the most vigi-
lant secret surveillance, through foreign post offices
whijh were free from the investigations of censors.
But the most energetic impulse to the liberal cause
came from the political situation, growing ever more
threatening. The permanent dissolution of the Empire
was accelerated. Despite the Turkish armies, Tunis,
Egypt, Eastern Eumaili and Crete had virtually been
detached from the Empire. New Macedonian upheavals
continued to threaten the peace. To the covetousness of
the Great Powers was added that of the adjacent Balkan
States, and the Near Eastern question assumed even
greater difficulties.
The end of the nineteenth century is marked by a re-
turn to imperialistic designs, the intolerable pressure of
which was soon felt in its principal field of exploitation,
the Near East. To England's proposition of an agree-
ment based on a division of the Ottoman Empire into
zones of economic influence, Germany presented her
policy of peaceful penetration and obtained the conces-
sion of the Baghdad Railway. The antagonism of these
two prmcipaFImperialistic tendencies regarding the land
route to India marks one of the starting points of a more
or less hidden issue which was to be settled on the sam€
ground, in open combat, fifteen years later.
An analogous and not less virulent rivalry existed ie
the Balkans where the Teutons sought to hold and ever
consolidate their position against Slavic expansion. By
the Muztef agreement relative to the maintenance of the
integrity of Turkish possessions, Austria began to de-
fend herself in Macedonia, where joint control with Rus-
sia created a state of alarming uneasiness especially pro-
pitious to the revolutionary propaganda of the Young
Turks. It was particularly in the military garrisons,
where those intelligent young officers, whom the central
government considered it prudent to remove from the

